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Hiroshi Hara* & Tsugiwo Yamanaka** : A new species of 
Rhododendron (Sect. Azaleastrum) from Shikoku, Japan. 
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Fig. 1. Rhododendron uwaense Hara et Yamanaka. Xl. 

At the type locality. Photo by T. Yamanaka. 

^ii$WLX'foZ> Rhododendron ovatum (Lindl.) Maxim, jfi, 0H© v y z/KM .% «fc < 

MX I'So 0 froMi'b 

S £. kVC'btsiAjX&fiYftZo 

MflS-etetuSB 3 ft i o fc 0 Kff. < mi* Lfo 

If 2)0 

Rhododendron uwaense Hara et Yamanaka, sp. nov. (Fig. 1 & 2) 

Frutex ad 2-3 m altus et 3 cm in cjiametro, cortice griseo, dense ramosus; rami 
graciles, primo purpurascentes, minutissime pubescentes, pilis glandulosis mixti. 
Folia sempervirentia, versus apicem ramorum conferta, oblongi-lanceolata vel 
lanceolati-ovata, 2.5-5 cm longa 1-2 cm lata, integra, subacuta, apice obtusa et 
distincte mucronata, basi vulgo obtusa, tenuiter coriacea, supra viridia luciduscula, 
ad costa media minute puberula, in sicco venis tenuibus distinctis, infra pallida, 
glabra; petioli 5-15 mm longi, minute puberuli. Gemmae fiores axillares, dense 
perulatae, perulis dorso vulgo minute puberulis. Inflorescentia lateralis uniflora. 
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Fig. 2. Rhododendron uzvaense Hara et Yamanaka. 

A part of the holotype (TI). 

Pedicelli graciles, 10-15 mm longi, primo rubescentes, pilis brevissimis tenuibus 
et glandis crassis stipitatis mixtis. Calyx profunde 5-fidus; lobi oblongi vel 
ovati, 4-5 mm longi 2-3 mm lati, subobtusi, integri, raro margine parce stipitati- 
glandulosi, extus interne minutissime pilosi et parce stipitati-glandulosi. Corolla 
infundibuliformis, profunde 5-fida, subrotata ad 3 cm in dimetro, rosea; tubus 
brevis, 3-4 mm longus, partim minutissime pilosus; lobi obovati, 12-20 mm longi 
8-15 mm lati, superiores 3 intus inferiore purpurei-maculati, fauce intus albo-pub- 
escentes. Stamina 5; inferiora 3 longiora ca 2 cm longa, superiora 2 breviora, 
ca 1.5 cm longa, saepe cum antheris sterilibus; filamenta infra medio dense albi- 
hispida, pilis rigidis, patentibus, ad 0.6 mm longis; antherae ellipticae, ca 2 mm 
longae. Stylus ca 2 cm longus, inferiore tenuiter pilosus, pilis albis patentibus. 
Ovarium dense stipitati-glandulosum. Capsula ovoidea, ca 5 mm longa. 

Nom. Jap. Tokiwa-baika-tsutsuji (nom. nov.). 
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Japan. Shikoku. Ehime Pref.: Tsushima-cho, alt. ca 200 m (T. Yamanaka no. 
79317b, May 19, 1984-typus in TI). 

The specific epithet is derived from Uwa district where this species was found. 

This species belongs to Subgen. Azaleastrum Sect. Azaleastrum 15 , typified by 
Rhododendron ovatum (Lindl.) Maxim. It is remarkable that the species is the 
easternmost representative of this section now found in south Shikoku far iso¬ 
lated from China and Taiwan. 

The species is growing in evergreen broad-leaved warm-temperate forests at low 
altitude, composed mainly of C astanopsis cuspidata and Quercus glauca. As 
compared with Rhododendron ovatum and its allies, it is characteristic in having 
acutish ovate-lanceolate leaves, pubescent pedicels with very short thin hairs and 
thick stipitate glands, generally elliptic and almost glabrous calyx-lobes, filaments 
densely hispid in the lower part with spreading hairs up to 0.6 mm long, style 
softly hairy in the lower part, and densely stipitate-glandular ovary. The anthers 
of 2 upper shorter stamens seem to be often sterile. 

In the shape of leaves and calyx-lobes, it closely resembles some specimens 
from central mountains at 1800-2500 m high of Taiwan including the type speci¬ 
men of Rhododendron lamprophyllum Hayata, but the latter has densely glan¬ 
dular-setose pedicels and the base of calyces with long thick glandular hairs up 
to 1 mm long or more, and glandular-ciliate calyx-lobes. While some other 
specimens of Taiwan seem to be rather near to R. hongkongense Hutch, or R. 
Bachii Lev. 


1) Rhododendron Subgen. Azaleastrum Planch, [in FI. des Serr. 9:75 (1853), 
ut ‘sous-type’; in Rev. Hort. ser. 4, 3: 43 (1854)] ex K. Koch, Dendr. 2(1) : 159 
(1872)—Drude in Engl., Pfl.-fam. IV-1: 37 (1889)—Rehder, Bibl. Cult. Tr. & Shr. 
513 (1949)—Sleumer in Bot. Jahrb. 74: 528 & 552 (1949)—Icon. Cormoph. Sin. 
3: 778 (1974)—Philipson et Philipson in Not. Bot. Gard. Edinb. 40: 225 (1982). 

Rhododendron Sect. Azaleastrum Planch, ex Maxim, in Bull. Acad. Sci. St.- 
Pet. 15: 229 (Jun. 1870) ; Rhodod. As.-Or. 45 (Dec. 1870)—Rehder et Wilson in 
PI. Wilson. 1 : 546 (1913), sub subgen. Azalea. 

Azaleastrum Rydberg in Mem. New York Bot. Gard. 1 : 297 (1900) ; in N. 
Amer. FI. 29: 45 (1914). 

Rhododendron subgen. Azaleastrum sect. Euazaleastrum Wilson in Journ. Arn. 
Arb. 5: 103 (1924)—Sleumer, 1. c. 528 & 552 (1949). 

Rhododendron Series Ovatum Hutchinson in Sp. Rhodod. 559 (1930). 
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